Speech at the opening of Ayers House by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/1988
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Speech at the opening of Ayers House
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/1988
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
q i 
SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF AYERS HOUSE BY THE P R E M I E R . 
DON DUN5TAN. 3 0 / 6 / 7 3 . 
MY LORD MAYOR, 
MR. BONYTHON, 
M I N I S T E R I A L AND PARL IAMENTARY COLLEAGUES , 
L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN. 
WE ARE HERE T H I S AFTERNOON TO MARK THE OPENING OF THE NEWLY 
RESTORED AYERS HOUSE . AND W H I L E , IN A S E N S E , IT I S AN OCCASION 
OF C E L E B R A T I O N , I T I S ALSO ONE OF SOME SERIOUSNESS . , 
AYERS HOUSE HAS BEEN RESTORED BECAUSE I T I S , IN I T S OWN R I G H T , 
A S P L E N D I D EXAMPLE OF EARLY SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N R E S I D E N T I A L 
A R C H I T E C T U R E . 
• • . / 2 
I T I S A B U I L D I N G OF GRACEFUL PROPORTIONS AND INTERNAL E L E G A N C E . 
AND I T HAS , IN I T S T I M E , BEEN A S S O C I A T E D WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 
S I R HENRY AYERS WAS F I V E T IMES PREMIER BETWEEN 1 863 &. 1 8 7 3 
AND DURING THAT T IME CAB INET MEETINGS WERE REGULARLY HELD 
IN THE WESTERN WING D I N I N G ROOM. 
BUT I T I S L E S S THE H I S T O R I C AND MORE THE A R C H I T E C T U R A L VALUE 
OF THE HOUSE THAT WE HONOUR TODAY . AND WE DO SO , F I R S T L Y , 
BECAUSE I T I S A C I V I L I Z E D THING TO DO. 
A C I V I L I Z E D COMMUNITY I S ONE WHICH' VALUES BOTH THE ACH IEVEMENTS 
OF THE PAST AND OF THE P R E S E N T , AND IN R E L A T I O N TO ARCHITECTURE 
T H I S MEANS D I S C O V E R I N G FROM THE PAST VALUES WHICH CAN E F F E C T I V E L Y 
BE INCORPORATED IN MODERN PLANNING AND D E S I G N I N G . 
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OVER THE PAST E IGHT YEARS OR SO A NUMBER OF D E C I S I O N S HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A THAT I N D I C A T E SUCH A CONCEPT 
HAS A GROWING HOLD IN T H I S COMMUNITY. 
THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT IN A BROAD SENSE E X P R E S S E S 
T H I S . 
SO DOES THE P O L I C Y OF THE C I TY OF A D E L A I D E DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE , 
WHICH A IMS AT PROTECTING AND RESTORING THE ADELA IDE URBAN 
L A N D S C A P E . 
EDMUND WRIGHT HOUSE WAS SAVED FROM DEMOL IT ION BECAUSE SUCH 
VALUES WERE EXPRESSED AND R E S P E C T E D . AND THE WORK OF THE NAT IONAL 
TRUST AND S I M I L A R CONSERVATION BODIES HAS OVER THE PAST DECADE 
OR SO EDUCATED, IN A REAL S E N S E , BOTH THE P U B L I C , AND I T S 
GOVERNMENTS, IN A PROPER RESPECT FOR A R C H I T E C T U R A L STANDARDS 
AND A C H I E V E M E N T . 
. . J A 
I THINK I CAN SAY IN T H I S THAT MY GOVERNMENT, U N L I K E SOME OTHERS 
IN A U S T R A L I A , I S SOMEWHAT ENL IGHTENED IN THESE MATTERS . 
I B E L I E V E WE WILL CONTINUE TO BE S O . I AM ALSO P L E A S E D TO 
SAY THAT IN BOTH EDMUND WRIGHT HOUSE AND AYERS HOUSE, WE HAVE 
ACH IEVED AN I D E A L BALANCE BETWEEN RESTORATION AND F U N C T I O N . 
EDMUND WRIGHT HOUSE HAS BEEN SAVED AND G IVEN A USEFUL FUNCT ION . 
IT I S IN NO SENSE A MUSEUM. 
NE ITHER W I L L AYERS HOUSE BE ONE. THE I N C L U S I O N OF RESTAURANTS 
IN THE RESTORATION PROGRAMME, THE P R 0 V I 5 I 0 N OF O F F I C E SPACE 
FOR THE NATIONAL TRUST , AND THE P O L I C Y OF G I V I N G THE TWO 
R E C E P T I O N ROOMS OVER TO PROPER AND A P P R O P R I A T E P U B L I C FUNCT IONS , 
W I L L MEAN THAT THE HOUSE WILL HAVE A L I F E OF I T S OWN. 
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A P R I V A T E CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT I S TO BE HELD IN THE B A L L 
ROOM TOMORROW N I G H T . 
I EXPECT THE F E S T I V A L GF ARTS W R I T E R 5 ' WEEK WIL L HAVE I T S 
HEADQUARTERS AT AYERS HOUSE. 
THE GOVERNMENT ' INTENDS TO E N T E R T A I N HERE . 
IN A L L THESE T H I N G S , AND IN OTHERS , WE WIL L HAVE IN AYERS HOUSE 
A STATE RECEPT ION CENTRE OF D I S T I N C T I O N AND HIGH V A L U E , BUT 
ONE TO WHICH THE P U B L I C W I L L HAVE CONTINUING A C C E S S . 
I N CONCLUS ION , MAY I IN T H I S PAY T R I B U T E TO THE MANY PEOPLE 
INVOLVED IN T H I S P R O J E C T . 
THE 
I WOULD L I K E TO MENTION / S P L E N D I D WORK AND CO -OPERAT ION 
R E C E I V E D FROM THE NAT IONAL TRUST AMD ITS VARIOUS COMMITTEES . 
IN P A R T I C U L A R , I WOULD L I K E TO PAY TR IBUTE TO THE A R C H I T E C T , 
IAN HANNAFORD, AND H I S PARTNERS AND S T A F F , IN THEIR S E N S I T I V E 
AND I M A G I N A T I V E P L A N N I N G , AND TO A L L THE TRADESMEN AND S K I L L E D 
CRAFTSMEN WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED SO MUCH TO A C H I E V I N G SUCH A 
HIGH STANDARD OF RESTORATION. . 
IT NOW G I V E S ME GREAT PLEASURE TO DECLARE THE B U I L D I N G 
RE -OPENED O F F I C I A L L Y . 
THANK YOU. 
U N V E I L PLAQUE 
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